
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Hebrews (October 15) 
 

Reading Hebrews 

Frost glistens in the light as it melts from the backs of wooly lambs, gleaming and shimmering and dripping as the 

animals doze. The lambs rise to stretch. They shiver, steam wafting from their warm legs and bellies. They look up 

expectantly toward a man standing near their gate. He leans on the edge of the pen and looks the herd over carefully, 

wondering which lambs to feed and which to choose for the morning sacrifice. It is a great and festive day – most 

holy. And yet, tomorrow he will have to choose again, and so the next day, and the next. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews describes the glories of the old covenant but also reminds his readers of how it is 

surpassed by the glories of the new covenant. The annual cycle of sacrifice reached its consummation in one most 

holy offering – the blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of all our sins. Jesus now stands as our High Priest, 

watching over the sheepfold of all who look to him, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

 

Author and Date 

The author of this letter does not identify himself, but he was obviously well known to the original recipients. Since 

the Reformation it has been widely recognized that Paul could not have been the writer. There is no disharmony 

between the teaching of Hebrews and that of Paul’s letters, but the specific emphases and writing styles are 

markedly different. 

 

One of the two leading candidates for the author of the letter to the Hebrews is Barnabas. He was a Jew of the 

priestly tribe of Levi who became a close friend of Paul after the latter’s conversion. The other leading candidate for 

authorship is Apollos. Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, was also a Jewish Christian with notable intellectual and 

oratorical abilities. 

 

Hebrews must have been written before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70 because had it been 

written after this date, the author surely would have mentioned the temple’s destruction and the end of the Jewish 

sacrificial system. 

 

Recipients and Theme 

The letter was addressed primarily to Jewish converts who were familiar with the Old Testament and who were 

being tempted to revert to Judaism or to Judaize the gospel. Some have suggested that these professing Jewish 

Christians were thinking of merging with a Jewish sect, such as the one at Qumran near the Dead Sea. 

 

The theme of Hebrews is the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as revealer and as mediator of 

God’s grace. From the Old Testament itself, Christ is shown to be superior to the ancient prophets, to angels, to 

Moses (the mediator of the former covenant), and to Aaron and the priestly succession descended from him. 

Hebrews could be called “the book of better things” since the two Greek words for “better” and “superior” occur 15 

times in the letter. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In the letter to the Hebrews, you will learn how to appreciate the Old Testament most deeply and apply it to your 

life. As you read Hebrews, reflect on the great changes Jesus brought about when he fulfilled the laws and the 

promises of the old covenant. Take note of how all of Holy Scripture bears witness to this great work which Jesus 

accomplished on the cross for your salvation. Because he now stands in heaven, interceding for you, pray for God’s 

help and blessings with all boldness. 

  


